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The Hamilton Naturaliste’ Club promotes public interest in the 
study, conservation and appreciation o 47 our natural heritage. 
Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and 
visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled 
for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may 
be obtained from the Membership Director. The Hamilton 
Natura1ists’ Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 



Notice of October and November Monthly Meetings 


Monday, October 17, 1988; 8:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W. , Burlington, Ont. 

"Ontario Wildflowers" 

Mrs. Betty Greenacre, an outstanding wildflower 
photographer. 

Monday, November 7, 1938; 8:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. VI., Burlington, Ont. 

"Evolution of the Niagara Escarpment" 

Dr. Bart Murphy, an illustrated history of our 
escarpment. 

********* 


Notice of Upcoming Field Events 

Saturday. October 8 

FALL AT BACKUS WOODS 

Backus Woods is a jewel of the Carolinian Forest of Southern 
Ontario. The trees should be at the peak of their fall colour as 
we search out the herptiles, mammals and flora of Backus. Meet 
at Woolco Plaza, Fennel and Upper James Sts., Hamilton, for car 
pooling at 8:00 a.m., or at 10:00 a.m. at the St, Williams 
Forestry Station, Hwy. 24, 4 km west of turn-off to St. Williams. 
Mary will be meeting us at the station. Bring a lunch. 

Leader -Mary Gartshore 

Sunday. October 23, 9:00 a.m. 

FALL AT SHORT HILLS SANCTUARY 

Volunteers are needed to help out with this annual clean-up. 
Bring a lunch, but a half day outing should be plenty. Meet at 
Eastgate Square opposite the Mo Frills Supermarket to car pool. 
Leader -A1 Robson 523-8542 

Saturday. November 5 

OWL REHABILITATION RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
As members of the HNC we have been invited to an open house of 
the ORRF at Vineland. Kay and Larry McKeever are well known for' 
their work with injured owls, and for the breeding of injured 
birds for release to the wild. Attendance will be limited to 40 
people, and it will be necessary to register in advance. As the 
Foundation is a non-profit organization, please consider making a 
tax-deductible donation to assist with this outstanding work. 
Leader -Janet Snaith 387-3904 


Time: 
Location: 

Programme: 

Time: 
Location: 

Programme: 
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Sunday. November 6 

FALL BIRD COUNT . , ^ . . . . 

You may be suprised at how many species of birds are still in . 
area, this late in the season. Volunteers are needed for this 
annual count. Call Bruce for a counting area. uoum. 
individual or as a group. 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan 387-3904 

* * ******* 


Rird Study Group 

All members of the HNC interested in birds are * elc °'T® 
attend the Bird Study Group. The second meeting of-the year is 
on Monday. October 24 (the Monday following the full Club 

meeting) at 7:30 p.m. The location is the Royal Botamca 

Gardens Nature Centre. . . . , , Hr .„ 

Each meeting features a discussion of recent bird sightings, 


an identification session, 
about some aspect of birds, 
study about birds, just 
level for anyone who enjoys 
Bruce Duncan at 387-3904. 


and a workshop, film or set of slides 
Remember, this is not a course or 
a monthly get-together on an informal 
birds. For more information, phone 


********* 


Insects Trapped by Flowe rs of Milk we ed (Asclepias syriaca L,J . 

at Dunnvilie, O ntario 

-- by William W. Judd 


efficient 
In each 
poll ini a. 
of five vertical 
Across the top of a slit 
a connecting link, the 
flower in search of nectar 
the slit and yanks the 
and carries them off to 


The common milkweed ( Asclepias syri acg L.) has an 
mechanism for ensuring the pollination of its flowers, 
flower the pollen grains are packed into ten sacs or 
The pollinia are arranged in pairs at the sides 
slits around the side of the flower, 
the two pollinia are joined by 
corpuscu1 urn. An insect visiting the 
slides a foot or its mouthparts up 

corpusculum and two pollinia free , . 

pollinate another flower. Unfortunately for some insects, 
instead of carrying off the pollinia, they become trapped by 
their mouthparts or feet in the slits and, 
themselves in a struggle for freedom, eventually 
as corpses dangling from the side of the flower. 

On four sunny days, July 8-11, 1979, I patrolled a 
milkweed plants at the sides of the Lakeshore Road ai 
1 and 2, Concession 4 South of the Dover 

Dunnvilie, Ontario, scanning the flowers 

insects. Fifty were found, twenty-three 
free themselves and the other twenty-seven 
flowers. All the insects except the 


end of Lots 
Township) in 
presence of trapped 
still struggling to 
hanging lifeless from 


after exhausting 
die and are left 

growth of 
the south 
Road (Dunn 
for the 


the 



Honey Bees and European Skippers were identified by staff members 
of the Biosystematics Research Institute, Agriculture Canada, and 
all are deposited in the collection of the Department of Zoology, 
University of Western Ontario. 

Coleoptera 

Cantharidae: Pyropyga decipiens (Harris) -1 Soldier Beetle 

f 

Diptera 

Sepsidae: Thernira putris L. -1 Black Scavenger Fly 

Syrphidae: Eristalis arbustorurn (L.) -3 Hover Flies 

Stratiomyidae: Odontomyia virgo Weid. -1 Soldier Fly 
Cal 1iphoridae: Pollenia rudis (Fabr.) -9 Cluster Flies 
Bufolucilia sylvarurn Mg. -1 Blow Fly 
Musca autumnal is DeG. -3 Face Flies 


Hymenoptera 

Formica (in fusca group) -8 ants 

Apis mel1ifera L. -11 Honey Bees. Milkweed plants 
can cause significant reduction in a population of 
honey bees by trapping them as they gather nectar. 
In a previous study in 1967 I found honey bees 
trapped (Judd 1968). 

Lepidoptera 

Meroptera pravella (Grt.)(?) -1 much battered moth 
Lacinipolia renigera Steph. -1 moth 
Baileya ophthalmica Gn. -1 moth 

These three are small moths with a wingspan of 
about three-quarters of an inch. 

Thyme!icus lineola (Ochs.) -9 European Skippers. 
This skipper, whose larvae are a pest on hay 
crops, is now a common insect in Southern Ontario 
and has been previously found trapped by milkweed 
(Judd 1961). 

Literature Cited 

Judd, W.W. 1961. Butterflies trapped by their feet in milkweed 
flowers. Bulletin, Federation of Ont. Naturalists 83: 7-8. 

Judd, W.W. 1968. Insects trapped by the pollinial apparatus of 
milkweed, Asclepias syriaca L., in Dunn Township, Ontario. 
Canadian Journal of Zoology 46 (3): 475-479. 

Department of Zoology, University of Western Ontario, London, 
Ont., N6A 5B7. 


Muscidae: 


Formicidae: 
Apidae: 


Thyrididae: 
Noctuidae: 


Hesperiidae: 
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Editorial by Rob Dobos 

I’d like to introduce you to a new feature of the Wood Duck , 
an editorial column in which I will expound my views regarding 
issues of concern to HNC members. I intend to make it a monthly 
feature and I hope you will find it interesting and stimulating. 

The importance of preserving natural areas within our urban 
environment is hopefully we11 understood by all of our Club 
members. But, unfortunately, the majority of our fellow citizens 
do not have this same understanding. Too frequently the remaining 
natural areas that are appreciated by naturalists are being 
threatened by development. It seems that the potential for land 
to be developed for someone’s financial gain always out weighs 
the value of leaving that land in a natural state. 

Urban sprawl in the Golden Horseshoe area is progressing at 
an alarming rate. I have always been impressed with the quality 
of the natural areas remaining in and around Hamilton which still 
harbour unique and diverse habitats. However it appalls me to 
think that these few remaining areas will be lost shortly if the 
rate of urban development continues unchecked. 

Many of the areas that our Club members have enjoyed for 
years for birding, botanizing or just as a retreat from the urban 
bustle will soon be paved over for highways, subdivisions or 
industrial parks. Bronte Woods, a large wooded area between 
Burlington and Oakville which serves as a migration stopover by 
landbirds will be turned into a subdivision in the near future. 
The property at the mouth of Shoreacres Creek in Burlington is 
one of the few undeveloped pieces of shoreline along Lake Ontario 
between Hamilton and Toronto, and is known as a concentration 
point for v'aterfowl . This area also will soon be developed for 
luxury housing, eliminating public access to the lakeshore. The 
Red Hill Creek Valley, the only remaining greenbelt and ravine in 
east Hamilton, will soon be forever destroyed by the construction 
of a freeway through it. 

These are a few examples of important natural areas in our 
urban centre which are presently threatened by development. There 
are many more. These threats will continue as long as our society 
places a higher value on land for its development potential than 
on its natural values. Whenever a new freeway is planned the 
"cheapest route" is always through a ravine. Expropriation of 
already developed urban properties is always too costly. 
Conservationists are up against the wall when told that we will 
have to pay millions of dollars to preserve an area of a few 
acres because that’s what its worth to the developers. 

Although this is a rather bleak scenario, there is hope for 
optimism with the recent announcement by the federal government 
which has pledged $10 million towards the preservation of the 
Rouge Valley in Scarborough. Even though this is really an 
election plum, conservationists should move quickly to secure 
this funding to save the Rouge. This type of political will is 
what is necessary to prevent the loss of our urban natural areas. 
In the upcoming election, we as naturalists should be urging the 
candidates to take a stand on preservation of natural areas. It’s 
up to us to educate our fellow citizens in order to change 
attitudes towards the value of natural areas in our urban world. 
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May 1968 Kentucky Trip 

by Bob Curry 

George Bryant, Sid Daniels, George Meyers and I left 
Ancaster at about 1730 h on Friday 20 May. We drove directly 
through to Kentucky, arriving in Lexington at about 0300 h on 
Saturday. We v/ere headed, for the Red River Gorge Geological Area 
of the Daniel Boone National Forest. In March I had written to 
Jon Rickert asking for help in suggesting herptile sites or 
people who might have suggestions. We were extremely fortunate in 
that Jon is chairman of the Kentucky State Nature Preserves 
Commission and very kindly passed on our request to Richard 
Hannan, Director. Richard’s reply was an excel lent letter, 
herptile list and several maps which played a major part in 
making our trip a success. 

With the aid of the maps we drove up the narrow road towards 
the Nada Tunnel in the pre-dawn darkness. A d.o.r. Black Rat 
Snake boded well. The tunnel itself was most impressive—a single 
lane conduit perhaps 200 m long blasted out of the sandstone and 
shale. It was an idyllic morning in an equally delightful 
setting. At dawn the cries of Whip-poor-wi11s reverberated around 
the steep ravine walls in mesmerizing fashion. As the light 
strengthened, the dominant bird songs were Hooded Warbler, 
Worm-eating Warbler and Acadian Flycatcher. Along the roadside 
George M. pointed out new and different botanical features like 
Bigleaf Magnolia, Great and Mountain Laurel and many other 
species. But it was the herptiles that had attracted us and so we 
spent a lovely and fruitful half day at this, our first stop. 

By clambering up steep scopes about 60 m we were able to see 
across the Cumberland Plateau, a heavily dissected sandstone 
upland with many narrow ridges. It was at one of these scenic 
lookouts over the Red River Gorge that Sid discovered perhaps the 
herp highlight of the trip under a large flat rock-- a Northern 
Copperheadi 

In the afternoon we continued down the road to the Red River 
and some small tributary creeks. We noticed that there was little 
water in the brooks and that Kentucky suffered from the same 
spring drought that we were experiencing in Ontario.. This, in 
fact, may have limited our success with salamanders on the trip. 
We did manage to see a number of specimens of two attractive 
Brook Salamanders, the Northern Two-lined and the Long-tailed. 
Interestingly, we also met a group of 1epidopterists here 
including the author of the Peterson series guide to the Moths. 

Tired and dirty but well satisfied we drove back out to the 
Mountain Parkway then a short distance east to the Lil Abner 
Motel, There we were most fortunate to meet and talk with four 
Cincinnati area herpetologists. Terry and Judy Dedden and 
friends. They told us of an oil field a few miles to the east 
which had been good for snakes. After cleaning up we drove a 
short distance to the state hotel at Natural Bridge State Park 
and there had a large and tasty supper including excellent 
catfish. After dinner we made a mad forced march up a steep trail 
about two km to the top of the Natural Bridge. We made it just 
after sunset but it was certainly worth the sweat, so spectacular 
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was the sandstone arch and the view across the top of the 
Cumberland Plateau. 

The day should have been done as it was now dark and we had 
gone with very little sleep the night before. However, Judy 
Dedden had told us about seeing Green Salamander at night at the 
end of the Nada Tunnel some years before so we headed back. We 
didn’t find Green but in the few areas of wet and damp cliff rock 
we had nice studies of several other species. 

We slept in on Sunday morning but drove east and after 
stopping to ask directions a few times (got invited to a prayer 
meeting and Bluegrass Festival) we found the oil field at 
Zachariah at about 1000 h. This was an area of rich but open and 
dry woods with clearings at the sites of oil pumps and thus an 
excellent place for snakes with lots of edge. It got very hot 
here, up to 32 degrees C, but as it was fairly cool yesterday, 
reptiles were active. Here and at an abandoned sawmill site on 
the way out we caught, photographed and released two Rat Snakes 
and two Northern Black Racers totalling more than 5 m, as well as 
several other interesting snakes and herps. 

We drove north to Cincinnati, getting there at about 2000 h 
and following Judy Dedden’s meticulous directions found ourselves 
at Ravine Street in an old section near downtown. We couldn’t 
believe that this could be the location for an interesting 
reptile but sure enough after some stone flipping along a garbage 
strewn slope we found two Kirtland’s Snakes essentially on an 
inner city street. 

Monday could reasonably be expected to be an uneventful 
drive home but a few judicious stops provided some very 
satisfying herps. Several turtles were added by checking quarries 
and the Miami River in Dayton and a stop at some Lake Erie 
marshes north of Toledo in Mi chigan produced several new species 
including a magnificent pair of Fox Snakes. Thus ended a superb 
trip with many memorable experiences. 


LIST OF HERPTILES 21-23 MAY, 1983 

EASTERN BOX TURTLE ( Terrapene Carolina Carolina ). An adult 
at the Nada Tunnel had found the only wet spot beside the road. A 
tiny quarter-sized juvenile was on a track in the oil fields and 
there was an intermediate-sized one also. 

COMMON SNAPPING TURTLE ( Chelydra serpentina ). Two roadkills 
in Ontario, one on Hwy 401 and the other on Hwy 403, on Monday 
indicated they were already on the move to egg-laying sites. 

MAP TURTLE ( Graptemys geographica l. Five (two males and 
three females) at a quarry adjoining the Miami River in Dayton. 

MIDLAND PAINTED TURTLE (C hrysemvs pi eta marginata ). One 
glimpsed on the bank of a roadside ditch in southern Michigan on 
Monday was , surprisingly, the sole observation of this, usually 
the commonest, species. 
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BLANDING’S TURTLE ( Eniydoidea blandingi ). One seen in the 
water at the (marshes north of Toledo and briefly netted had a 
distorted mouth area which led to the inevitable speculation 
about toxics in this highly industrialized region. 

EASTERN SPINY SOFTSHELL ( Trionyx spiniferus spiniferus ). 
After a couple of glimpses we spent more than a half hour peering 
down at the Miami River in industrial Dayton before finally 
obtaining superb views of a female with a ludicrously tiny male 
in such close persuit that he appeared to be gripping her tail. « 

NORTHERN FENCE LIZARD ( Sceloporus undulatus hvacinthinus ). 
Fairly common. Seen near the Nada Tunnel and more seen (caught 
and photographed) in the Zachariah oil fields. About 12 in total. 

FIVE-LINED SKINK ( Eumeces fasciatus ). Five on Saturday in 
the Nada Tunnel area and about 12 near Zacharia. Caught and 
photographed. 

NORTHERN WATER SNAKE ( Nerodia sipedon sipedon ). A large 
specimen was seen basking in some roots in the middle of the Red 
River but slipped into the water before we could get close to it. 

KIRTLAND’S SNAKE ( Clonophis kirtlandi ). Two found under 
stones on Ravine Street in inner city Cincinnati, a most bizarre 
setting for a new herp for all of us. A small gentle water snake 
(15 cm, 35 cm). They did not seem to flatten themselves to the 
extent Conant states. 

REDBELLY SNAKE ( Storerla occipitomacu1ata ). One at the Nada 
Tunnel area and one on Sunday in the Zacharia oilfields. 

EASTERN GARTER SNAKE ( Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis ). 
Surprisingly, and somewhat like the one Painted Turtle, we only 
had two individuals: one at Zacharia and one in the Lake Erie 
marshes north of Toledo. 

BUTLER’S GARTER SNAKE ( Thamnophis butleri ). One at the 
excellent Lake Erie marshes near Luna Pier, Michigan. Keyed out 
and photographed. Measured 44 cm; tail 9 cm. 

NORTHERN RINGNECK SNAKE ( Diadophis punctatus edwardsi ). This 
beautiful creature was the most frequently encountered snake on 
the trip. Most were under flat stones on dry wooded hillsides. 
Five in the gorge of the Red River on Saturday and two on Sunday 
in the oilfields. 

EASTERN WORM SNAKE ( Carphophis amoenus arnoenus ). Two under 
bark in the oilfields, about 8 cm and 23 cm. We were probably 
fortunate to find this interesting opalescent little serpent as 
Conant indicates that they go underground in dry spells. 
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NORTHERN BLACK RACER ( Coluber constrictor constrictor ). At 
about noon on Sunday we spotted one on the dirt road in the 
oilfield. Sid in inimitable fashion sprinted up the road and 
lunged to catch it before it disappeared into the roadside 
vegetation. However, he paid for this with bites on both hands. 
But what a beautiful irridescent glossy animal! Photographed and 
measured at 137 cm; tail 33 cm. At an abandoned sawmill a few 
miles away another was under a board and ready to shed. In this 
condition it looked remarkably like a Blue Racer on the dorsal 
surface. Measured 119 cm with tail 29 cm. 

FOX SNAKE ( Elaphe vu1pina ). Two together lay still and 
motionless beside an old root on matted reeds in the Lake Erie 
marshes on Monday afternoon. These handsome specimens measured 
122 cm, tail 13,4 cm and 130 cm, tail 21 cm. 

BLACK RAT SNAKE ( Elaphe obsolete obsoleta ). Two good-sized 
specimens caught and photographed at around mid-day in the 
oilfields. Both were out and foraging. The larger was 140 cm 
and the other not far behind at 135 cm with a 21 cm tail. 

NORTHERN COPPERHEAD ( Agkistrodon contortrix mokasen ). After 
a couple of hours of flipping rocks Sid finally uncovered perhaps 
the most wanted herp of the expedition beneath a large flat rock 
at the rim of the Red River Gorge. We put it in a canvas bag to 
bring it out to the road for all to see and to take photos. 
Although it was only about 80 cm and was not really bright it was 
nonetheless an impressive reptile. We carried it back to the 
capture site and watched it crawl under an overhang. 

RED-SPOTTED NEWT ( Notophthalmus viridescens viridescens ). 
Seemingly more frequently encountered than in southern Ontario. 
Three under flat stones along the Red River on Saturday and two 
near Zachariah, one at the edge of a pond, the other beneath a 
small stone in a tiny rivulet. 

NORTHERN DUSKY SALAMANDER ( Desmognathus fuscus fuscus ). The 
second commonest species encountered; at least 10 at the seeps 
and springs of the Nada Tunnel mostly after dark on Saturday. One 
found Sunday along the tiny brook at the bottom of a steep-sided 
ravine near Zachariah. 

APPALACHIAN SEAL SALAMANDER ( Desmognathus monticola 
mont.icola ). The most abundant salamander; we found at least 20’ 
of these bug-eyed creatures along the seeping rock face at Nada 
Tunnel on Saturday night. They came out from impossibly narrow 
fissures in the sandstone. 

SLIMY SALAMANDER ( Plethodon glutinosus glutinosus ). One 
under a stone on the side of the ravine at Nada Tunnel and 
another beneath a rock in the trickle near Zachariah. 



FOUR-TOED SALAMANDER ( Hemi clacty 1 i um scutatum ). George B. 
found the only representative of this species under some debris 
in dry woods of the Zachariah oil fields on Sunday, The habitat 
seemed atypical as there was no boggy area in evidence. 

KENTUCKY SPRING SALAMANDER ( Gvrinophi1 us porphvriticu s 
duryi ). We found only one of this orange animal and it was in the 
clutches of a Daddy Longlegs sp. which, apparently, had killed 
it! It was on the wet rock face at Nada Tunnel along with most of 
the other salamanders. Possibly it died from another cause as a 
15 cm creature seemed too large for the longlegs to have tackled. 

NORTHERN TWO-LINED SALAMANDER ( Eurycla bislineata 
bisiineata ). Five under stones in a small tributary of the Red 
River on Saturday and two in a tiny stream on Sunday near 
Zachariah. By putting one in clear water in a .jar we had striking 
views of the eggs through its transluscent body. 

LONG-TAILED SALAMANDER ( Eurycia iongicauda longicauda ). We 
uncovered four of these, perhaps the most beautiful salamanders 
of the trip, by flipping rocks along the Red River on Saturday. 

AMERICAN TOAD ( Bufo americanus ). Two d.o.r. on Saturday 
evening. 

BLANCHARD’S CRICKET FROG ( Acris crepitans blanchardi ). One 
heard calling a few times from lush grass along the Miami River 
in Dayton, Ohio. 

NORTHERN SPRING PEEPER ( Hvla crucifer crucifer ). About four 
heard calling along the road to Nada Tunnel in the pre-dawn of 
Saturday morning. 

GRAY TREEFROG (H vla chrysoscelis and Hvla versicolor ). 
Possibly both species were heard as we seemed to distinguish both 
rapid slurred and slower discrete calls. In any event at least 
15 sang along the roadsides in the Daniel Boone Forest on 
Saturday night. 

BULLFROG ( Rana catesbeiana ). About four calling from the 

small sewage pond of the Lil Abner Motel. 

GREEN FROG ( Rana cl ami tans melanota ). Three heard and seen 
at the pond in the Zachariah oil field on Sunday. 

WOOD FROG ( Rana sylvatica ). The one at the oil fields 
seemed at the light end of the cline and much blonder than any of 
us have observed in Ontario. 

NORTHERN LEOPARD FROG ( Rana pipiens ). Two (one d.o.r.) along 
the Nada Tunnel Road. 

PICKEREL FROG ( Rana palustris ). One small individual caught 
and examined along the ravine-bottom stream in the oil fields. 



The Free irade Agreement and the Environment 


by Brian McHattie 

The Free Trade Agreement (FTA) holds serious implications 
for the environment and thus for all citizens of Canada. From an 
economic and market driven viewpoint it seems vital to stimulate 
trade and thus increase the growth and development of the 
economy. However, the environment stands to suffer once again as 
it does from most economic driven proposals. 

Below are listed several of the areas in which our 
environment and its future is to be affected by the FTA. 

Energy (oil, natural gas, coal, electricity) 

-FTA eliminates the use of tests previously used by the National 
Energy Board (the Surplus Test & the Least Cost Alternative Test) 
meant to conserve Canadian energy supplies for Canadians 
-in periods of shortages we cannot limit our exports of energy in 
any form to the U.S. except to the production level that had 
existed in the 36 months previous to the period of the shortage 
Fisheries 

-right of national treatment of U.S. businesses may soften or 
eliminate restrictions on U.S. fishermen working in our waters 
-failure to protect the domestic processing of Canadian fish will 
lead to the loss of our fisheries related jobs thus increasing 
pressure to further overfish stocks to provide employment 
Harmonization of Technical Regulations and Standards 
-Canada does not now allow for a category of "unavoidable 
contaminants" permissible in food products in the U.S. 

-Canada has cancelled the registration of the pesticide Alachlor, 
the U.S. has not 

-U.S. standard of "risk/benefit" assessment of pesticide use 
versus our assessment which is geared towards safety at a time 
when the U.S, is downgrading standards on pesticide regulation 
Elimination of Subsidies 

-Canadian government subsidies will come under attack from U.S. 
-these include the Ontario Ministry of the Environment’s 
financial assistance plan to municipalities and industry for 
reduction, reuse, recovery and recycling of waste 

-also Environment Canada’s funding for projects related to energy 
conservation, waste reduction, and funds for pulp & paper mill 
modernization to encourage pollution abatement 

In summary, the FTA will have significant impacts on 
Canada’s environment which will serve to take conservation 
decisions out of our hands, eliminate environmentally sound 
government subsidies and lower our environmental protectiori 
standards. What do you think? Let us on your Conservation 
Committee know, as well as your local MR. Remember, this is an 
election year. 


Excerpts for this article were taken from the document 
entitled "Environmental Impacts of the Canada-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement" prepared by the Canadian Environmental Law 
Association. Copies are available from the Conservation 
Committee upon request. 



Conservation News 


by Christine Bishop 


Recently there has been much concern about ozone. Ozone 
is simply a molecule comprised of three oxygen atoms rather than 
the usual two oxygen atoms in the molecule that humans need to 
breathe. The Ozone layer is a region of the atmosphere located 
about 50 kin above the earth’s surface. In this region ozone 
serves to absorb ultraviolet radiation preventing it from 
reaching the earth’s surface. When the ozone layer function^ 
properly, it naturally helps to maintain stable temperatures on 
the earth’s surface and regulates the amount of ultraviolet 
radiation which contacts human bodies. 

Unfortunately, chiorof1uorcarbons (CFC’s) (which are 
synthetic chemicals used as coolants in refrigerators and air 
conditioners, as "foamers" to puff liquid plastic into spongy and 
hard foams, as solvents to clean microchips and electronic 
circuit boards, and as propellents in aerosol cans) threaten to 
destroy this ozone layer. For example, once styrofoam is 
discarded and burned in garbage incinerators these CFC’s are 
released and eventually chemically react with and break up the 
ozone molecules and hence destroy ozone’s capacity to protect the 
earth. It is essential that we do all we can to avoid allowing 
these CFC’s into the environment since scientists estimate that a 
100 year build up of CFC’s already exists in the atmosphere. 

The HNC is now asking that you bring your own coffee mug to 
the general meetings so that we can avoid serving drinks in 

styrofoam cups or paper cups that must be discarded. Other ways 
which you can help the ozone layer include: using paper egg 
cartons and fiberglass or cellulose insulation. You could also 
write the environment ministers urging them to demand an 
immediate ban on CFC-containing aerosol cans (Canada has only 
banned aerosol deodorants and hair sprays so far) and styrofoam 
food packaging. Also ask for labelling of all CFC products and 
funding for research into alternatives for these chemicals. 

If you enjoyed the talk by Stephen Price of the World 

Wildlife Fund and you would like to make a donation to the WWF to 
help in their work to save endangered species and threatened 
habitats, please send your donation to the following address: 

World Wildlife Fund 

60 St. Clair St. E., Suite 201 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4T 1N5 

#*******){< 

N otice of Lost Binoculars 

A pair of binoculars were left behind at the Peregrine 

Falcon release project at Mohawk College in Hamilton this past 

summer by an unknown volunteer. To claim these, please contact 
Rob Dobos at 648-0435. 



Memories of an April Morning 

by Hazel Broker 

-The serenade of melodious bird song (Eastern Meadowlark, Red¬ 
winged Blackbird, American Robin, Song Sparrow, Northern Flicker) 
as we gathered at 7:30 a.m., Sunday, April 17, 1988, on Hwy, 99 
for an HNC hike. 

-The deep undulations of the Bruce Trail from Hwy. 99 to the 
Dundas Valley Trail Centre. Trout Lily and furled May Apple 
leaves on the south-facing slopes. Tree buds ready to burst. A 
Northern Cardinal calling from a thicket. A Blue Jay, Brown¬ 
headed Cowbirds, a Tree Sparrow and a Belted Kingfisher calling 
on its way up the valley. Spectacular views from the heights. 
-Pine Siskins in the Hemlocks in the woods beyond the Trail 
Centre. Pileated Woodpecker, Golden-crowned Kinglet and a Hermit 
Thrush. Fertile stems of the Field Horsetail. 

-On the Sawmill Trail, a Winter Wren foraging among exposed tree 
roots on a slope. A Pine Warbler singing and friendly Black- 
capped Chickadees examining the bare branches overhead. 

-In the open fields beyond, a Killdeer calling and a Red-tailed 
Hawk soaring. 

-Chorus Frogs calling from the low wet area near the stream. A 
pair of Eastern Phoebes darting for insects. Deer and Raccoon 
tracks in the mud. Coltsfoot in bloom. Spring is here! 

-Thanks to Michael Clark for sharing his time and knowledge. It 
was an excellent outing. 


********* 

Mosses in Hendrie Valiev 

On May 18, 1988, Dr. Watson of the RBG led an HNC Wednesday 
evening hike to the Hendrie Valley to study mosses. About 15 
people turned out despite the threat of rain. Dr. Watson started 
the outing by explaining the three different types of mosses: 
Sphagnum Moss is very branched; acrocarps grow upward; and 
pleurocarps grow horizontally. Of these, only acrocarps and 
pleurocarps grow in the Hendrie Valley. Ten different species of 
mosses were found before the rain drove everyone back to their 
cars. Although the outing was short, it sparked an interest in 
mosses in some of the participants and added to everyone’s 
knowledge. 

********* 

Volunteers Needed 


Our Past President requires volunteers to help with several 
jobs, including: 

-to serve on the Nominating Committee (an easy job) 

-to be a Bail lie Birdathon Participant 
-to help organize the annual Fall Bird Count 
-to help out with the Bird Study Group 

If you would like to help out with any of these jobs, please 
contact Bruce Duncan at 387-3904, 



lotj-joihey p.ipd nrrnppn 


rnnfcar of species recorded to ray 31, 1933 - 239 (+2 intro) 

slumber of species recorded to Aug. 31, l n i'iO - 252 (+2 intro) 

* indicates first record for the year 
F indicates first record for the migration 
L indicates last record for the migratioia 

Underlined species or dates indicates that written documentation is required. 
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Greater Yellowlegs 
Goircron Nightliawk 

hay 

Lesser Golden Plover 
Eastern Mood Pewee 
Harsh Wren 

Yellow throated Vireo 
Marbling Vireo 
Fed -eyed Vireo 
Chestnut -sided. Warbler 
Grasshopper' Sparrow 

JUMP 

Goninon Loon 

Double- crest „ Cormorant 
Great Blue I ter on 
Brant 

northern Pintail 

American Wigeon 
Lesser Gcaup 
Ocmoon I erganser 
TUrkey VUlture 
Cooper" s IJaw]: 

Dough- legged I lawk 
Black-bellied Plover 
Seroipaimated Plover 
lesser Yellowlegs 
Ruddy Tumstone 
Gemipalmated Sandpiper 

r:uiilin 

American WOodcodc 
Great Black-bad:. Gull 
Caspian Tern 
Oanrtcn Tern 

Black Tern 
Barred Owl 

Yellow bellied Flycatche 
Cliff Swallow 
Harsh \ tarn 
Cray cheeked Thrush 


Apr 4* 

1 

Ofiold Pd. 

Brian r 7ylie 

Apr 20* 

1 

Pandas 


Hay 1* 

1 

over Ferry C A 

William Smith, !"7i’ 

Hay 14* 

1 

Ttoodland Cemetery 

Wiley 

Fay 1* 

1 

Cone 0 at Fiddletawn r] Smith, Wiley 

May 10* 

1 

s: 

Wiley 

9 

May 3* 

**a 

Crooks Fallow 

thy 9* 

1 

Woodland Ctemetery 

fif 

Fay 5* 

2 

51 

May 10* 

1 

Cone 5 at Frock Pd 

•1 


June 12L 

2 

Bronte 

Hart. Jennings 

•l 

June 3 

22 

r 

June 11 

33 

Dundas Harsh 

Fob Hobos 

June 12L 

lirxi 

i Bronte 

Jennings 

June 4 

r ! 

/. 

Toll Cate Ponds 

Rill Lamond, 

Devin kfclauahlin 

June 11 

1 

Sioux Tlookout 

Jennings 

June C 

1 

Toll Cate Ponds 

Hobos 

June 3 

2 

Indian ^oint 

Hobos 

June 25 

25 

Fount Memo 

Lamcnd 

June IP 

nest 

Lake Fodad Leg 

Poberi: Qirrv 

June 10 

1(light) n of Jarvis 

Alan r ’orminrrton 

June ilT, 

1 

FUndas Marsh 

Hobos 

June 5L 

1 

Rrittania Rl at 2nd 

Line 17 Jennings 

June 2OF 

1 

Forcer's Clen 

Hobos, Larnond 

June 4L 

5 

Toll rate Ponds 

Lamcnd, FfaLaughlin 

tv i; 

June 4 

ro 

Saithyillo s„p„ 

June 14L 

3 

Toll fate Ponds 

Hobos 

June 4L 

1 

Hillgrove 

Hicliael Clark 

June 4L 

1 

Toll Cate Ponds 

Iamend, McLaughlin 

June 9 

4ycri 

Burloak woods 

Jennings 

Pf 

June 12.L 

1 

-L 

Bronte 

June ( 

243 ne; 

its Toll Cate Ponds 

Hobos 

June 3 

51G nests Hydro Island 


June C 

144 nests Ttell Gate Ponds 

r$ 

June 4 

2 

Hillgrove loarn pits 

Clark 

June 12 
rJune 12L 

1 

Cone C at Mid&Letown Ri Lomond, JbLauqh 

1 

Shell Par]: 

Jennings 

June 12 

32 

FWy 2 at .Bronte Creek " 

June 4 

4 

Hillgrove loam pits Clark 

June 10L 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 




Hashville Warbler 

June 3 

1 

3 In sr of Gaistorville Larnond 

Magnolia Warbler 

June 12L 

1 

Shell Park, Bronte 

Jennings 

Black' tliroato Blue Warbler June 12L 1 

9? 

C3 

Blackburnian Warbler 

June 10L~ 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

C5 

Pine Warbler 

June 1C 

1 

Starkey Hill, Arkell Bobos 

Black and White Warbler 

June 1L 

1 

.Bronte j 'arJ'Our 

Jennings 

American Redstart 

Jure 121, 

n 

± 

5? 

f? 

Northern Waterthrush 

June 1L 

1 

Shell Pari 


Ocsinecticut Warbler 

June 1* 

1 

1 I rn j-p of Gaistorville Lamond 

Ccrroon Yellcwthroat 

June PL 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

fr 

» Wilson “ s Warbler 

June 21 1 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Canada Warbler 

June 10r, 

1 

?3 

l? 

Yel low-V rea sted Chat 

June C 

1 

3 )m H of Gaistorville lamond 

Henslow 5 s Sparrow 

June 5 

1 

4 }ti V of Gaistorville ” 

Purple Finch 

June 13 

1 

BBS Interpretive Centre Hathleen HacMamara 


June 2C 

1 

Gidss Fd 

Gurry, Lamond 

JULY 





Red'-necked Grebe 

July 10 

5 

lake at Appleby line Jennings 

Great Egret 

July 1C;17 1 

Gredit Piver at Steeles Geoff Cowmans 





PticMcimra 

Northern Pintail 

July 1 

3 

Bundas Harsh 

Iiancy L;/ne, Hclaughlin 

Gadwall 

July 15 

135 

Windenaere Basin 

Oarrv 

American Wigecn 

July 15 

3 broods 4y f 10y,°y ( , Windermere Bason Gurry 

July 15 

2 

Windermere Pas in 

Gurry 

Redhead 

July 1 

4 

Toll Gate Ponds 

lyne , I fcLauqhlin 

Oldsquaw 

July 1C 

1 

Winona s p 

HcEaughlin 

July 15 

1 

Dundas Harsh 

curry 

Ctrancn Goldeneye 

July 1C 

1 imu male Winona s p 

'fcLaughlin 

Red-breasted fferganser 

July 16 

1 

Winona s p 


July 23 

1 

Dundas Harsh 

McLaughlin et al 

Buddy Dud-,; 

July 16 

2 

Hiricna s p 

BfcLaughlin 

Osprey 

July IGF 

1 

Hoy 403 at escarpment Curry 

Sanipalinated Plover 

July 22F 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

ICilldeer 

July 14 

145 

33 

Clark 

American Avocet 

July 21* 

lad fen M 

Do!x~>s,, Jennings, 





Brian Pomfret 


July 22 

1 

!• »? 

Curry 

Greater Yellcvlegs 

July 11F 

4 

3? 

55 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

July 11 

2P5 

n 

53 

Solitary .Gandpi[x:>r 

July 10F 

1 

Valley Inn 


Ruddy Turn stene 

July 23F 

3 

LaSalle Par}' 

Lamond, r^Laughlin 
?? ?! 

Sanderling 

July 23F 

3 

Beach Ganal 

Resnipalmated Sandpiper 

July 13F 

2 

Hillgrove loam nits 

Glar); 


July 20,2 

PICO 

Dundas fkirsh 

Clark, Gurry 

Least Sandpiper 

July 6F 

5 

T9 

Robert Finlay son. 

C 

July 17 

40 


kclaughlin 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

July 15F; 

29 1:60 

r° 

Curry 

V 

Stilt Sandpiper 

July 22* 

3 

53 

Short-billed Dowitcher 

July 10F; 

11 3; 32 

V 

53 

/American Woodcock 

July 11 ; 2 

2 1:5 

rr 

n 

Bonaparte's Gull 

July 11F 

2ad 

it 

V) 

Ifew Gull 

July 22* 

lad 


8? 

(second Hamilton record) 



Forster's Tern 

July 17 

1(1st sum) Dundas Harsh 

Smith, HoLciughlin 

Red-headed Ctoodpecker 

July 1 

O 

Grand. R at Jliddleport Bobos 


July 20 

2 

Book &. Shaver Rd.Ancaster Pofcos 

Eastern Fingbird 

July 10F 

1 

lake at Burlington 

Jennings 



/TJC-UST 

rernrrcn icon 

hug 16F 

1 

lake at Purloak Pr 

Jennings 


Dug 1G 

2G 

’ toodland Cemetery 

Curry 

Pied-bilied Grebe 

hua 23 

l 

Vinderrnere Basin 

r 


Dug 27 

1 

Rattray 9 s J burs), 

FacUartvnra 

Homed Grebe 

7vug 2G 

o 

lake at Rattray 9 s t 

«7 53 

Rod'-necked Grebe 

hug 2;22 

3s5 

r* 


Double- crested ftonnorant 

hug If 

12.0 

lake at ’Airloak He 

Jennings 


hug 26 

270 

rxmdas J Tarsh 

TT ylie 


hug 31 

1500 

"to]..! Gate Ponds 

Bober. 

Great Fgret 

hug 2:23 

-5.. 

A n : 

Pr* tvfc 7CD} 7 n n f rur r?h. 

FadJanara et el 


hug 1,13, 

20 1 

Dundas Marsh 

nany o'--servers 

1 tor tl sam Pintai ]. 

hug 13 

fh 

^ i 

Uoodlar#?. Cemetery 

Curry 

hrerican TJigocn 

hua f 

1 

vinena s p 

J'cJ.Auglilin 

Redhead 

hue 27 

0:12 

Toll Gates: Minona 

s p Lenond, FfcLaughlin 

Ijesser Scaup 

hug 27 

f\ 

Toll Gate Ponds 

7 anmd „ f toLaughlin 

vliite-v/inged. Scoter 

hug 2f 

1 

Van Vagner's Peach 

Oirry 

Osprey 

hug 30 

0 

Shell Park 

Jennings, Pei/ I.'ethrich 

Bold Ragle 

hug 25 

lad 

Stoney Creek 

Jdsn Snith 

Si laq. j- si linne ad J ’av ih 

hug 20F 

1 

Shell Park 

FTttricJ., Jennings 

Cooper's I [avk 

/hug 2 OF 

JL 

rxindas I V'irsli 

Curry f hIf Fpp 

Dread’ -winged Lav/): 

Aug 15* 


T toed lai id Cemetery 

(lorry 

Black- bellied Plover 

hug 7F 


Bundas harsh 

Bobos „ Maylor 

Lesser Yellov/Iegs 

hug 26 

254 

n 

r ylio 

;iil].et 

hug 20* 

1 

T Windermere Das in 

raylor 


hug 23 

1 

Rattray's tharsh 

Fad Tamara ot al 

Upland Gandpiper 

hug 13 

1 

T toodlnnd Canetery 

Curry 

Hudscnian Cociwit 

Aug 23* 

14 

Toll Gate Pends 

Jennings 

Fed "not; 

Aug 27* 

1:2 

Toll Gates: Dundas 

V J/rnond , ffclaughlin 


hug 2°: 31 

2:1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Currv: Bobos 

l festem Sondpij or 

Aug 7* 

1 

Dinda.o Tiarsh 

Polos 


hug 2C 

1 

=C 

T Vlio 

Tlhite- -nxipeil Sandpiper 

Am 13F 

1 

pn 

Polos, Baylor 

Baird’s Sandpiper 

hug 13* 

4 


r? tl 


hug 27 

i: 

t** 

Lormd. , ’ tolaughlin 


hug 31 

•i 

Toll Gate Pends 

Bobos et al 

Pectoral Sandpit or 

hug 15 

.170 

Pundas J orsh 

Currv 

Stilt Gtondp.i.per 

hug 3 

14 

f 

cr 


hug C 

1 

Toll 'late Pends 

ildy.lor 


hug 27 


Rattray ’ s J »?rsJ >. 

r ac^iinaraBpeaJr. 

Short billed Dad.tcher 

hug 23 

30 

Toll Cate Rends 

Jenn.ings 

Lcng -billed Dowitcher 

Aug 20* 

lad 

Pundas ftirsh 

la; lend, f fcLaughlin 


hug 23-3.1 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

many ol ser\/ers 

Vilscn's Phalsrope 

hug OF 

2 

r 

McLaughlin f J Taylor 


hug OF 

j 

Rundas Farsh 

r toLauahlin 


Aug 10:31 

2:1 

iTindemere Basin 

Curry: Bobos 

Red-necked PlvaLarope 

Aug 29* 


Dundas Firsh 

Curry 

Bonaparte 9 s Cull 

hug 6 

ljuv 

Toll Gate Pends 

JOLauglilin P 'Taylor 

Great DT-ach-backed Gull 

hug 27F 

3. 

Rattray 9 s !' tors! > 

Facfianara e Gpeok. 

Caspian 

hug 3 

52 

Ftord.as Marsh 

ClarJ. 

Forster's Tam 

Aug 15 

1 

r 

Curry 

Black Tern 

hug 10 

<■> 

s. 

T Windermere Basin 


Yellow billed, die] .oo 

Aug 2OF 

1 

Rrente Farbc'ur 

Uettrick, Jennings 

OcsiFixm i light] iawk 

hug 17F 

1 

.Bronte 

Jennings 

Clumsy drift 

hug 22-30 

40:15 

Bixlingt.cn 

"eirtric]:, Jennings 

hug 20 

53 

Ccodland Cenrtary 

Curo/ 

Pileated Ucodpecker 

hug 20 

35 

Rattray’s r torsi. 

RacMairara 

hug 0 

1 

JVy *03 at Aberdeen 

Polos 



Pileated Woodpecker 

hug 8 

1 

IXjy 403 at Aberdeen 

Bobos 


Aug 31 

1 

Brcnte Creek. Prov Par3'- Jennings 

Oliver-sided Flycatcher 

Aug 311, 

1 - 

Branchtcn Curry 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Aug 20F 

1 

Spencer Cr at marsh 

C5 

Bank. Swallow 

hug 27 

21 

Woodland Cemetery 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Cliff Sv/allcw 

Aug 23s26 

Is 13 

r? 

Curry 

Harsh Wren 

A.ug 27 

2 

Rattray’s Marsh 

Fact Tamara, Speed; 

Veery 

Aug 2OF 

o 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Curry 

Cedar Wbxwing 

A.ug 27 

210 

Woodland Cemetery 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

Aug 2OF 

1 

Spencer Creek at marsh Curry 

Warbling Vireo 

Aug 28 

1 

Rattray’s Marsh 

MacNamara et al 

Philadelphia Vireo 

Aug 26F 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

CJylie 

Golden-winged Warbler 

Aug 29 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Cirry 

Tennessee Warbler 

Aug 20F 

2 

Brcnte 

Hettrick, Jennings 

IJashville Warbler 

Aug 27F 

1 

Rattray’s Marsh 

Hacnamara, Speak 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Aug 2SF 

1 

Bronte 

1 ettr ick, Jennings 

Magnolia Warbler 

Aug If'F 

1 

east Burlington 

Carry 


Aug 25 

15; 20 

rondos Ms Fifty Pt. 

Curry 

Gape ftiy Warbler 

.Aug 13F 

1 

Beach Canal 

CP 

3lack“throat» Blue Warbler to 2 OF 

1 

Spencer Cr at Harsh 

B5 


Aug 29 

2;G 

Dundas M: Fifty Point " 

Ycdlow-rumped Warbler 

Aug 26F 

1 

rundas Harsh 

Wylie 

Black-throat. Green Warbler Png 10F 

1 

Westdale ravine 

Carry 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Aug 18F 

2 

9r 

J? 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Aug 10F 

1 

« 



Aug 29 

15 

Fifty Point CoA. 

59 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Aug 2PF 

1;2 

Dundas M; Fifty Pt 


Black and White Warbler 

Aug IGF 

5 

Westdale ravine 

69 

American Redstart 

Aug 1 

5 

Dundas ffarsh 

Finlayson 


Aug 29 

15? 15 

Dunclas F; Fifty Pt. 

Carry 

Wortham Waterthrush 

Aug IF 

1 

Bundas Marsh 

Finlayscn 

returning Warbler 

Aug IGF 

1 

Peach Canal 

Curry 

Wilson’s Ifarbler 

Aug 13F 

O 

i » 

S' 

f? 

Canada Warbler 

Aug IGF 

o 

T festdale ravine 

P? 

Bobolink 

Aug 13 

12 

Woodland Oamctory 

Jennings 

Orcliard Oriole 

Aug 1026 

lsl 

t? 

Curry 


Please send your bird records for Septerber by the 10th of Octcher to Mark Jennina 
308 " 5340 Lakeshore M. F„, Burlington, Oat. T .7L 432, or phene 632--2210. 
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